GHRISTMASTIDE   IN   PRAGUE
This gives you an instructive glimpse behind the scenes of the
vociferous, deafening, eardrum-bursting German Press and radio
campaign that played so great a part in the Czechoslovak crisis.
Do not make any mistake about the feeling in the hearts of the
Czechs. They long to be free, because they know, from a thousand
years of experience, that German domination means servitude,
that Germany will encroach and encroach upon their home rule,
until it is a tattered shroud, until Prague is avowedly ca German
city*, until a German governor sits in Prague.
But they will faithfully pursue 'the policy of fulfilment9, they
will go with Germany in peace and war, because no other course
is open to them; they are harnessed to the German Juggernaut
and you have forged their chains. Many of them will loyally
pursue this policy. Many of them fought loyally for Austria-
Hungary, in spite of everything, in the last war. Few of them
wanted the disruption of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. They
only wanted home rule, equality of status with the Hungarians,
the coronation of the Emperor in Prague as King of Bohemia, a
Czech administration in the Czech lands. They did not want to
break up the Austro-Hungarian Empire; they did not break it up.
It broke up from within, in those stormy autumn days of 1918,
and they took the only possible course—they formed their own state.
Now-you come to a ver^interesting thing — the pledg^for their
vassaldom. This is the great German road across Czecho-Slovakia!
It is a strange thing that the meaning of this road seemed to
escape the understanding of the outer world. It is the belt of the
strait-jacket into which the Czechs have been forced. It is of the
utmost strategic, military and political importance.
In those November days, before the Germans would agree to a
fixed frontier with rump Czecho-Slovakia — the 'creeping' process
was then going on daily — the Czechs were made to sign on the
dotted line the gift deed of a belt of territory, eighty yards wide
and forty miles long, running across Czecho-SlovaMa at the
narrowest point from Breslau, by way of Brtinn, to Vienna. On
this is to be built a German road, linked up with the great inner-
German network of Autobahnen.
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